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that society can never do without political coercion of
the State or moral dictation of religion. So, this alter-
native view of human nature also rules out the possibi-
lity of freedom.

The history of civilisation, however, proves that both
the assumptions about human nature were equally un-
founded. Throughout history, heretics were the pioneers
of human progress. Faith is based on ignorance; if it
was the foundation of human nature, knowledge would
not be possible, and man would be still living in bliss-
ful ignorance. As regards the other assumption, it is
true that his own existence is the primary concern of
man; but it is equally true that his selfishness breeds the
capacity to outgrow it. The theory of class struggle
ignores the fact that co-operation fes always been a
stronger social factor. Otherwise, society would have
fallen to pieces at the dawn of civilisation. History,
therefore, warrants the view that neither is human na-
ture incorrigibly selfish, nor is it founded on the faith
in the super-human. Modern science corroborates this
view, which can inspire a social philosophy capable of
showing a way out of the crisis of our time.

In the past, inadequate knowledge kept human nature
shrouded in mystery. Today there is little reason to call
maiCthe unknown? Nor is there any ground for the
venerable faith in his divine essence. As a biological
.fe^rm, man is a physical entity. The entire process from
rhe fertilisation of an ovum to the birth of the full-grown
child, is a physical phenomenon. No extraneous elej
ment eaters in the process at any point. Whatever